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2008 Central New York 
AIDS Memorial Quilt Exhibition 

LEADERSHIP IN THE FIGHT AGAINST HIV/AIDS
WORLD AIDS DAY 1998-2008

October 2, 2008 
 
 
Dear Leader,  
 
The Central New York HIV Care Network requests your assistance in funding a major exhibition 
of AIDS Memorial Quilts at the Onondaga County Convention Center in Syracuse, New York 
from December 1 through December 3, 2008.  More than 10,000 persons attended the last 
exhibition of AIDS Memorial Quilts in Syracuse 15 years ago.  We hope to attract an even larger 
audience for this event.   
 
The exhibition will afford the community a rare opportunity to view Quilts produced by the 
Syracuse NAMES Project, which assists individuals, families and organizations in making Quilt 
panels to memorialize loved ones lost to AIDS.  With broad collaboration and extensive 
participation from community partners, this event seeks to raise community awareness and help 
the community understand the continuing impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and the importance 
of an increased focus on HIV prevention to reduce the further spread of HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS. 
 
The enclosed materials provide details concerning our project.  We are looking for contributors 
large and small to help us meet the expense of the AIDS Memorial Quilt Exhibition.  Major 
sponsors, those contributing at a level of $2,500.00 or more, will be recognized in program and 
marketing materials.  All sponsors will be recognized in Exhibition hand-out materials. 
 
HIV/AIDS continues to be a major public health crisis in our community and globally.  With 
approximately 56,000 new cases diagnosed in the U.S. in 2007, it is clear that increased focus on 
HIV prevention is critically important.   Promoting community awareness of the continuing 
impact of HV/AIDS is a significant step in this direction.  We hope you will be able to help us 
with a generous contribution to CNYHSA, Inc. to fund our Community Awareness Initiative. 
 
Please let us know, also, if you are interested in volunteering as a host or docent for the 
Exhibition, or possibly helping in other ways to promote the event.  Please share event information 
in your organization and extend an invitation to attend and show support for the community 
response to HIV/AIDS. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Stephen E. Waldron 
Network Coordinator 
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WHAT WE ARE DOING.  The Central New York HIV Care Network will host an AIDS Memorial Quilt 
Exhibition at the OnCenter Complex Convention Center, 800 South State Street, Syracuse, New York from 
December 1 through December 3, 2008.  The AIDS Memorial Quilt Exhibition, organized by the Network’s 
Community Awareness Initiative, will mark the annual observance of World AIDS Day on December 1.  Quilts 
will be supplied by the Syracuse NAMES Project, which assists anyone interested in making Quilts to 
memorialize loved ones lost to AIDS.  The last AIDS Quilt display in Syracuse in 1993 drew an audience of 
10,000.  We anticipate an even larger response in 2008.   
 
WHAT WE NEED.  The Office of the Onondaga County Executive is assisting with facility arrangements, but 
the Network is working to raise additional funds to cover considerable facility rental, promotion, and program 
costs associated with the AIDS Memorial Quilt Exhibition.  We hope the Central New York community will 
respond generously to our appeal.  We will also need a number of volunteers to be trained as hosts and docents 
at the Exhibition.  
 
WHY WE ARE DOING THIS.  In the 15 years since the last AIDS Quilt appearance the epidemic has 
changed dramatically, becoming much more diverse, particularly as it continues to impact communities of color 
disproportionately, while also increasingly affecting women, youth and older individuals.  The advent of triple 
combination HAART therapy (Highly Active Anti-Retroviral Therapy) in 1996 changed AIDS from a short-
term terminal illness to a long-term chronic condition for many.  Typical survival is now measured in years and 
decades, rather than in weeks and months.  Despite remarkable advances in clinical outcome, HIV/AIDS 
remains a persistent health challenge as transmission of HIV continues unabated.  While fewer individuals 
now progress from HIV to AIDS -- or progress much less rapidly -- the number of persons surviving with HIV 
and AIDS grows alarmingly, straining the shrinking resource base of HIV/AIDS services. 
 
Data released at the International AIDS Conference in Mexico City in August, 2008 confirms that new HIV 
cases in the U.S. have been significantly under-counted for a number of years.  The annual number of new 
cases, based on increasingly sophisticated reporting mechanisms, is now thought to be closer to 60,000 rather 
than 40,000.  Because the graphic images of end-stage patients ravaged by the opportunistic infections brought 
about by AIDS have largely disappeared from view, the public seems unaware of the continuing progress of the 
epidemic -- until directly confronted when a family member or friend becomes infected. 
 
We are designing the AIDS Memorial Quilt Exhibition to coincide with World AIDS Day 2008 in order to 
refocus public attention on the HIV/AIDS epidemic; to encourage reflection on the tragic losses to individuals, 
families and communities as a result of AIDS; to generate renewed commitment to the struggle,  to provide 
factual information that may help reduce the stigma and discrimination still frequently encountered by persons 
living with HIV/AIDS; and to increase public awareness of risks of infection and effective prevention measures.  
With the knowledge and resources available today it is tragic that HIV continues to be transmitted in our 
community. 
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HIV/AIDS IMPACT IN CENTRAL NEW YORK IN 2007: 
3,799 cumulative AIDS cases 
2,043 living AIDS cases 
3,360 living HIV & AIDS cases 
1,409  living HIV/AIDS cases in CNY prisons 
 
WHAT WILL TAKE PLACE.  For three days the Network will display 34 12-foot by 12-foot AIDS Quilts, 
each consisting of six individual panels created by families and friends to recognize loved ones from Central 
New York lost to AIDS.  The opening ceremony and reception on December 1, World AIDS Day, will include 
community leaders responding to the global World AIDS Day theme, Leadership in the Fight against 
HIV/AIDS, and lending their voices on behalf of HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention.  Keynote remarks will 
be delivered by Syracuse University Chancellor Nancy Cantor.  Elected officials have agreed to offer 
welcoming remarks. 
  
During the three days of the exhibition there will be hosts to direct visitors and answer questions about the 
exhibition.  Orientation sessions and study guides will be available for youth visiting from schools and after-
school programs.  There will be opportunity for youth to speak directly with individuals living with HIV or 
AIDS to learn how their lives have been affected.   
 
Display tables will provide information about HIV/AIDS transmission and prevention, services available for 
those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS, and ways that the community may help to address unmet needs for 
services and support.  Several HIV/AIDS documentaries will be available for viewing by visitors interested in 
more detailed information.  A private space will be available for those seeking time for quiet reflection as they 
view the Quilts.  At the end of the exhibition several new Quilts recently completed by Syracuse Names Project 
will be formally presented and dedicated in remembrance of community members lost to AIDS. 
 
SILENT AUCTION.  A silent auction will take place during the Opening Reception following the Opening 
Ceremony on Monday evening.  Guests may place bids on prizes donated by community supporters.  Proceeds 
will benefit the Network’s Community Awareness Initiative and PWA Quality of Life Initiative. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH.  The public will be welcome during viewing hours all three days of the AIDS 
Memorial Quilt Exhibition.  Area schools will be invited to transport students to attend the exhibition.  Area 
churches will be invited to attend a Faith Leaders Ceremony on Tuesday, December 2, in recognition of the 
disproportionate impact of HIV/AIDS in communities of color. 
 
On December 3 the exhibition will welcome guests attending the annual American Red Cross Heroes 
Breakfast, which will be held in an adjacent salon at the OnCenter.  Those attending to recognize Red Cross 
Heroes will be greeted by HIV/AIDS Heroes from Central New York who have been recognized in Albany 
each year by the New York State Health Commissioner at the State’s World AIDS Day program.   
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SERVICES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 
CENTRAL NEW YORK HIV CARE NETWORK 

 
The Central New York HIV Care Network coordinates the efforts of service and program resources, community 
support organizations, volunteers, and persons infected or affected by HIV/AIDS in a 14-county region.  The 
Network brings together resources specifically targeting HIV/AIDS, as well as other resources with broader 
missions that have recognized the impact of HIV/AIDS in their work. 
 
Network Members are committed to identifying service and prevention needs; promoting collaborative efforts to 
establish and strengthen resources in the community; improving timely access to high quality and culturally-
appropriate services; collecting and distributing information about the AIDS epidemic; and advocating for 
public policy and funding support for HIV/AIDS programs and services. 
 

HIV/AIDS information and training sessions 

HIV/AIDS Resource Guide 

HIV/AIDS Service Delivery Plan 

Central New York HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Reports 

Staff development workshops for HIV/AIDS programs 

Diversity and cultural sensitivity training 

Transgender Issues and Advocacy 

Life skills-building workshops for persons living with HIV/AIDS 

Development of HIV/AIDS Consumer Advisory Committees 

Community observances for Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 

Community observances for Latino HIV/AIDS Awareness Day observances 

Community observances for World AIDS Day 

Community observances for the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial 

Listening forums to obtain community input on service gaps and priorities 

HIV Testing and HIV Prevention Education events 

HIV/AIDS policy development and advocacy 

AIDS Awareness Day in Albany 

AIDSWatch in Washington, DC 
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